Pathways to U.S. Citizenship for Child Immigrants

Karen A. Woodrow-Lafield

Proposed for presentation at the 2004 annual meeting of the Population Association of
America, March 31-April 2, Philadelphia. This research was partially supported by grant
RO1 HD37279 from the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development
(NICHD) to the author. The contents are solely the responsibility of the author and do not
necessarily represent the official view of the NICHD or the National Institutes of Health.
I gratefully acknowledge assistance of the Statistics Office in the former U.S.
Immigration and Naturalization Service, now the Office of Immigration Statistics,
Department of Homeland Security. For further information, see the website noted above
or contact Karen Woodrow-Lafield by mail at 2308 Mt. Vernon Avenue #327,
Alexandria, Virginia 22301, by phone 202-276-2818, or by email

KarenW Lafield@cs.com



Pathways to U.S. Citizenship for Child Immigrants

Karen A. Woodrow-Lafield

Abstract

This study investigates independent naturalization of child immigrants. For child
immigrants adopted, parental nativity status conveys citizenship. For child immigrants
accompanying or joining parent immigrants, parental naturalizing conveys citizenship to
minors. Naturalizing parents need to request citizenship certificates, or an adult son or
daughter may later request a U.S. passport through the State Department based on
derivative status. This study focuses on naturalizing as adults by child immigrants whose
parents had not naturalized during their childhood. Younger immigrants would be more
likely to derive citizenship and less likely to naturalize as adults. Older immigrants would
be more likely to naturalize as independent adults, because their parents had not
naturalized while they were minors. This approach adds understanding of naturalization
outcomes for recent child immigrants reaching adulthood. The Child Citizenship Act,
effective February 27, 2001, was meant to simply the transition to citizenship for child
immigrants.



