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. . = A central premise-of life course research is that human
The Impact of Economic Recessions on t development-oceurs in historical context

Transition to Adulthood — Stretches from Thomas and Znaniecki to C.W. Mills to Elder to Modell to
Hogan to Furstenberg
= This involves both broad sociocultural conditions, as well as the impact of

Ross Macmillan and Jennifer Sehuliz unique fstorical events

= Historical conditions provide an environment of opportunity and constraint
that shapes pathways of the life course

. =17 the contemporar there is increased attention,tosthe,“new’”
s economy and itsiiniplications forthe lifércourse
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implications fox life course research

~ Ofi particular significance is the increased frequency of
downturns in the business cycle

= Against this backdrop, there are a number of open guestions
— There reallyrare no current assessments of the impact of changing
economic contexts on the transition to adulthood
= Almost all work predates the 1973 Oil Crisis that signaled the onset of the
“new” economy — This is characterized by “spikes” in the unemployment rates
pically short-term (less than 3 years in duration)butioccurring at
— There has been no attempt to formally model the'life'course and examine irregular intervals
the impact of economic context in a multi-dimensional way

. . - — The recession of 1982-1983 is particularly notewor
eoretical development is also lacking - = Verny high levels of unemployment
= There isnojgeneralitieory thatlinksithe:unfolding life course, social location, = Particularlystratified oyage:
and economic context = Further stratified by race and sex

= There is no specific theory that indicates how exactly the life course is re- = Signaled the end of the post-war economic boom
structured and for whom it is restructured
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= Differs from-earlier discussion of the cultural hasis of
Elder, Hogan, Marini, Settersten)

= A key element of a structural approach is that life course
structures will be mutually constituted by schema and resources
(Sewell, 1992)
— Schema and resources are mutually reproducing

— “If schema are to be sustained andireproduced over time...they must be
wvalidated by:the.accumulation of resources that their enactment
engenders” (Sewell, 1992, p. 13).

= Sets ofischiemasiant resolrces constitlte st res only when they mutually
imply and'sustain each other over time

Implicationsifierlegitimac

— Only structures that can and are reproduced by a social group
group will'be validated and have broad occurrence (i.e.,
“taken-for-grantedness™)

= Life course structures will have a population/demographic resonance
to the extent that they are resource generating and schema reproducing
reproducing

= The reproduction of life course schema/resource nexuses is tied to
schema-resource nexuses of other social structures
— Ata population level, stratification shapes life course structures

— Avanindividugalievel individual “gravities” towards a life course
structures depend upon the availability/deployment of resources

==Tihe life course can be seenras a structure of embeddedness

— Individuals.embedded iniroles, roles embedded in role configurations, role
roleiconfigurations embedded in life paths, life paths embedded in broad
social structures and socio-historical context

— Following Sewell, these structures can be viewed as the outcome of
schema-resource nexuses
= Schema indicate the cultural templates for putting together social roles and
role configurations over time
— They shape the order and timing, of roles over the life span

= Schemavanry.intheirlegitimacy both withinjandiacross social grotps™
= Includesfsogieties (Historical and cross-cultural), subcultures or social groups
within societies (i.e., race, class, gender, cohort, region, nativity)

— Roles (configurations, life paths) are vehicles of resource
accumulation and resource expenditure

— Resource implications of roles depends on location in role
configurations (joint occurrence of roles) and the life span
(order and timing in the life course)

. — Roles; roleiconfigtrations, andHife'paths are tied to other
social structures with their own schema/resource nexuses

To begin, i(t) may-denote-a multidimi
classification-of-a set of observed variables
states of some social roles at a specific age.

— In studying the transition to adulthood, these would typically involve the
presence or absence of various school, work, and family roles.

Now let m(t) represent the unobserved, latent role configurations

configurations or role configuration schema at age t in which the

thesobserved role configurations i(t) are embedded.

= These describeithesfundamental,set,of culturaliscriptsifor how the observed
obsenvedielesu(DNmay*“gortogether”inapopulation.




are'embedded.

— Conceptually, these latent life paths give the fundamental set of cultural
scripts-for-how to (attempt to) “put together” a life course in a population.
population.

= Given a structure of embeddedness and considering the
individual roles 1,...,k that make up the vector of‘observed roles
roles i(t), the joint probability is given by:

”v(l). i(T)m(1)...m(T) j 7\(1),\!11[1)" \(1),.\m(l)}"'[”l(ﬂl\m( )"'”r(T), \m(T)jl/Tm(lm"';Tm(T)U”j

= This produces:estimated!latent role configurations for each age't; aswell-as FIMIL
estimates for the corresponding sets of probabilities.

— Second, we then obtain conditional maximum likelihood (CML) estimates
estimates for the set of parameters by estimating latent class models on
realizations of the latent role configuration transition table.

= The realization of this latent transition table is obtained through a “halfway
implementation of the multiple imputation method” that uses probabilistic assignment
using random draws from a uniform distribution.

= Once constructed, latent class models are estimated on this
transition table. This generates estimatesjof: latentlifespathsithat
link latent roleiconfigurations,over:tim
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that characterize the age-graded obs
transitions in the sampledipopulation.

= Indicates-the-extent of heterogeneity

Conditional probabilities of both observed roles given latent role
configurations and role configurations given latent life paths
= These provide descriptions of roles embedded within role;configuration
schema and role configuration schema embedded within life path schema

Latent class probabilities indicate the dominance (legitimacy) or density:
ofiaiparticularlatent role configuration orlife.paths
= Indicate the.propprtion.of.a,sampled populatiBnithatis ch erized by'a
given latentroleconfigurationror life’path

= Hoewever; typical algorithms used to obtain full
information maximum likelihood (FIML) estimates for
latent class models dictate that we construct the entire
transition matrix.

— Considering even a small number of roles (e.g., five), simple
simple coding of states (e.g., dichotomies), and a limited
number of time periods (e.g., five), the full cross classification
classification hasi(22)? or 88,554,482 cells.
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consistent, asymptotically unbiased; and efficientin:the local
likelihood area definediby: the first stage FIML estimates.

— With sufficient random draws, asymptotic properties are more
more likely to hold and have lower sampling variability than
their FIML counterparts.

— They will be superior from a measurement error standpoint to
to the traditional approach (i.e., modal .assignment): With:
sufficientuandonmidraws on each case, we completely account
account for any measurement error in assigning cases to latent
latent classes.

— These reveal the across-age distributions of role probabilities within each
each latent life path. They show:
= 1) the dynamic relationship among social roles over time.

= 2) the probabilistic occurrence, order and timingiofisocial roles over time.

= 3) heterogeneity in life paths and the variable character of life course schema
schema through the temporal process by:which lives unfold.overtime:,

= That is, they explicitly reveal the underlyingstructureiof the life course.




- Scﬁéfna should be generélly resilient: e COUISE StrUCHTes in economic recessions in light ofipreblems.
; ; ' ” SR in realizing particularlife:path schema
— Economic recessions may “shuffle” role configurations at key: ; s . —
- & = Atasocietal level, the distribution of the population across life course
ages, but should “correct” themselves at later ages to conform structures will change
to dominant schema

= Atan individual level, (global) gravities towards life course schema

= Reflects the schema-resource nexus that provides the foundation for will change

life course structures

= Also expect variation by race and sex
— Race-sex.specific schema are variably connected to
employment and recessionary conditiens

- q el . — EconomicHecession have greater or lesser effects on different
="Some schema will be extremely “resilient,”” others may be groups
more susceptible to change . - = Need to specify this more formally...
= Reflects the specific role that employment plays in the transition to
adulthood and its interlock to other social roles

L=adihesimpact.ofieconomic recessions should vary by
Schema -

Relation to existing theoreticel worlk

Natural Experirment
il = = [n 1979, the Bureau of Labor Statistics began a secend-phase of
= This perspectivermay he a flat alternative to those whe their National Longitudinal Surveys
argue that life courses adjust to socio-economic

=" A stratified-sample of 12,686 males and females ages of 14 to 22
conditions particularly in the short-term = Over-sampled African-American, Hispanics, and “poor” whites

— — Data were collected annually through 1994 and bi-annually thereafter
— Fussell’s dilemma...

. . E  r—— = The combination of several age-cohorts and;the longitudinal
= This perspective may provide specificity in design create “windows” of exposure to the 1980s Recession
understanding for whom:or for what life paths
eCOnOmiC recessions rnatter ~ Cohort by Time Period Selections, NLSY79. mecesion
. — [his furthersieurrunderstanding of the structural e i i I e e R
embeddedness of individuals, roles, role'configurations, life syt 15 1 | 1 , o 1 , o n m s m
paths, social location, and socio-historical context i + +

Recessionary II[ 16 17 18 | 19 20 | 2 22 23

| |
Recessionary Il 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25

= Key Markers ofithe transition to adultheod
= — School = Whether the respondent reported being in school
Subsample and Cohort Frequencies. during the interview year (yes/no)
Cohort | Cohort Il
Non-white Females 457 592 . . . .
Nonwhite Males 185 553 — Employment — involvement in paid labor (full-time:[35 0ox

Whits Females 580 753 renn?rr)elzol;%%;slweek], part-time [1-34 hours/week], not
White Males 625 710

~ Marriage — respendent’simanital statlisi(ever married/other)

— Parenthood — respondent has a child (any children/no
children)




‘Table: Goodness of it statistios, LRC, White Males 14-15 Table: Goodness of it stalisics, LRC, Non-whit Femaes 14-15
Year  Model Lt o puale Year o pvae D
1981 Number of Classes for Latent Role Configurations.

2679 0020 - 0809 o017

3821 0875 0.004 0326 0017 - White Females. Non-white Females White Males Non-white Males
3826 0800 0993 0004

Cohort1__Cohort2 Cohort1__Cohort2 Cohort1 _ Cohort2 Cohort1 _ Cohort2

81.908 P E Years
9019 4 E 81179 2 2 2 3 2 2 2
13.400 0,020 1 0982 0012 35661
83/81 3
148,038 0.132
13363 6,000 0088 - 85/83
13.083 0018
87/85
16841 0,066

13325
1.427

89187

30461 0.085
17620 0,032
0275 E 10728 0.022

Note: Preferred model in bold

Table A2. Latent Life Path Probabilities, Non-white Females, Cohort 1.

Latent Life Paths
I}

1
Population Probability ~ 0.446 0.285

Latent Role Configurations
Ages 16-17 I 0.234 0.051

Table AL Latent Role Configurations and Probabilities by Age, Non-white Females, Cohort 1.
1 0.766 0.949

Ages 16-17 Ages 1810 Ages 2021 Ao 2223 Ages 2425
[T T Il T n_m [T
Population Probability 0857 0.143 0400 0260 0415 0314 0271 0610 0390 0408 0315 0. Ages 18-19 0651  0.027

0.152 0.708
Conditional Probability given Observed Roles
Student 1000 0895 0133 0,023 0035 0197 0.265

Full-time Worker 0028 0092 0040 0096 0275 0757 Ages 20-21 0.923 0.014
Part-time Worker 0253 0246 0317 0054 0108 0030 . .
0.052 0.663

single 1000 0755 1000 0.717 0576 0.154 0.025 0.324
Married 0283 0424 0846
Parent 0.836 0. 0.963 0. . . . .984_0.729 0. Ages 22-23 1.000 0.023
0.000 0.977
Note Latent ole configurations are ordered from highest o lovest densiies. within ages
Ages 24-25 0.635 0.032
0.344 0.161
0.021 0.808

Expected Role Rrobabilities and the lImpact ofi Economic Recessions. Expected Role Probabilities and the Impact of Economic Recessions
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Expected Role Probabilities and the Impact of Economic Recessions Expected Role Rrobabilities andithe Impact of Economic Recessions.
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school

Sensitivity,Analyses pe—

-

Re-configured.variables and models

— Added “away” variable

— Collapsed “marriage” variable

Scrambled start values for all groups and re-estimated models

Replicated Macmillan & Eliason (nd) using separate start values

Pulled randomisub samples of 75%, 50%, 25%;,10%;,5%,.and
19% and assessed robustness of LCP’s andiCP’s.

Simultaneous Group Models
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Extending tne

= Adapt this procedt]re to'the study-af_face-se
variation in latent structures of the life course by

(Goodness of Fit Staistics, Simultaneous Group Model, Non-white Females.

considering goodness of fit of homogeneous and - e poe 0 . e i
heterogeneous models i SR

0087 nonsig-homol

— Homogenous models have parameters that are “fixed” to be

equal across cohorts
= Constrains latent role configurations and latent life paths to be the
same

~ Heterogeneous,models,do. not constraiinparameters and
cohortsiareriee to vary in the character and content of their
latent life course structures

— Fit to the data indicates the degree to which either
specification provides a better or worse fit to the data

0000 sigrhetero

0000 sig-hetero
131,034

-15.480 0639 nonsig-homol
77138
54354 0778 nonsig-homol
141956
91126 0070 nonsig-homo|

0472 nonsig-homo|

0997 nonsig-homol

0993 nonsig-homol

155,399




= Some evidence that recessionary conditions influence the timing
of transitions-but these are specific to certain LPs and certain
race-sex groups
= Delayed parenting [NWF (LLP | & I1T) and WF (LLP I(IT) & IV)]

= Slower movement into FTE [NWF (LLP Il):and NWM: (LLP 1)]
— To be expected, but race-sex variation is not

= Delayed exit from schooling (i.e., warehousing) [NVVFE (LR &I
and NVWIVIRIEERSREAIN)]
— More rapid exit from schooling [WF (LLP I(111))]

itions on
transition to adulthood highly variable depending on Bh the
immediate life course context (i.e., latent life path) and broader
social' position-(i‘e., race-sex)

= Life Course Theory
— Life Course Development in Socio-historical Context
= Focus on large scale patterns of social change, rather than short-term historical
events
— Events are still important but they must have particular features

= Cumulative Continuity and “Turning Points”
= |s there a need foraifurnther concept ofi life; path “graviti

*“Stratification in the Life Course

= Stratification becomes a much more complex story whe
structure of embeddedness; and 2) the intersection of age, period, and cohort

Latent Life Path Selection.
sample  Model L

BF14
430059

-a6.488

058 435936

393048

420389

271326
13300
56842
45555 737,007

227283 693316
760267

763330

56 729,661

= School to employment transitions are alteved in'minimallways™
= Employment and marriage:and marriage and parenthood are unaffected
= Eventhe multifaceted transition (younger cohort of NWF) is not “re-ordered™

Some evidence that collective validation varies across cohorts
given life paths

= Moderate evidence for NWF and NWM

= Strong evidence for WF

Recessionary.conditions have virtually no impact on the
thansition to adulthood among WMs

— Life Paths arewviriugllyndenticalin expeciedirole probabilities, the
—interleck o rolettrajectories over time, and expected population
probabilities

e Ihdividualization” of the Life Courser —
—Schema of the life course are quite resilient and highly “structured” rather
than “individualized”

= Economic Recessions and the Structuring of the Life Course
— The key issue appears to be for whom and for what scripts do economic
recessions matter

= Connections between school, work, and family
— Have family roles become decoupled from school and work?

= General Stratification -
= @anconceiverof stratification processes asishoweased by the structure of
embeddedness that we describe
= Provides a dynamic, contingent context for thinking about social stratification




